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College Planning 
 
Here are the last three tips to be aware 
of if you are travelling to visit a col-
lege. 
 
⇒ Ditch the tour guide. Once you’ve 

learned some of the main features 
of the school, the best way to see 
the campus is by wandering around 
on your own for awhile.  This will 
give you a chance to see what eve-
rything is really like. Be sure to sit 
in on a class or two, or at least 
poke your head in the door. 

 
⇒  Get a soda or coffee in one of the 

student lounges.  While you’re at 
it, get something to eat as well. 
You might as well find out now 
what the food is like now.  Some 
schools are known for having 5-
star cuisine, while others have food 
that is barely edible. You’re going 
to be there for four to five years, so 
this is an important step. We don’t 
want you to starve! 

 
⇒ Check out the library, computer 

lab, gym, and laundry. Even 
though this isn’t directly related to 
what you’ll be studying and your 
major, you’ll be spending plenty of 
time at all of these areas, so be sure 
to take a look at them as well. 

 
While this list isn’t comprehensive, 
hopefully it will give you a real good 
feel for what each campus is like. You 
will do much better at a school that you 
are happy at and enjoy attending, so 
don’t assume that all schools are the 
same and that this step isn’t necessary. 
Or, worse, don’t make the mistake of 
waiting until you hear if you’re in or 
not before arranging a visit. We want 
to make sure the schools that you apply 
to are schools that you actually want to 
attend. Most of all, be sure to have fun. 
 
Mike Hunnan 
Collegeplanningcoach.com 
248-939-2978 

2008 Michigan Postal Workers Union 21st Bien
Delegation 
on Day 1 
Morning 

Our Newest 
NBA Linda 
Turney ad-
dresses the 
delegates on 
Day 1 

Central Region 
Grassroots 

Coordinator 
Donna Dean 
(Left) talks 
with Regina 

Favors 
(previous 

MPWU Legis-
lative Director) 

NBA John Clark (left) and National 
Clerk Craft James McCarthy take time 
to pose for a picture. 

Traverse City 
Delegation pose 
for a picture un-
der the Traverse 
City Room Hotel 

Sign 

Retiree Chapter 
Executive Board 
 
(L-R Al LaBrec-
que, Lynn Walker, 
Jerrold Clairmont, 
George Hendircks, 
Patty Miller & 
Charles Kolhoff) 
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nnial Constitutional Convention - May 15 - 17, 2008; Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Our New MPWU Executive 
Board, APWU Auxiliary 
Board, Retirees Chapter 

Board, and POWER Repre-
sentative being sworn in by 

NBA Lynn Pallas-Barber and 
National Auxiliary Present 

Doris Poland 

Auxiliary Meeting Attendees 
POWER Meeting Attendees 

2008 - 5th Biennial Retiree’s Convention 

(L-R) National Auxiliary President Doris Poland and 
MPWU Auxiliary President Kelly Wilinski 

NBA Troy Rorman,  newly elected MPWU Maintenance Director 
Larry Miller, and National Asst Maintenance Director Greg See 

National APWU Retirees Director—Judy Beard ad-
dresses the delegates to the Retirees Convention 
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Fellow Sisters and Brothers, 
 
Thank you to the MPWU for putting 
on another great Constitutional Con-
vention, and to the Western Michi-
gan Area Local for hosting the 
event.  John successfully ran for the 
Legislative Director, so you will be 
hearing more from me on our page. 
 
Management conceded to 
having our first Labor-
Management meeting in 
nearly two years this 
week.  Many issues were 
discussed.  Something al-
ways on the list is job rever-
sions.  Management con-
tended that SCF30 was re-
verted due to declining vol-
umes.  We are grieving this 
reversion as there is no stan-
dard.  The LMOU issue of 
overtime by tour has been 
clarified.  Overtime is 
strictly by tour.  8 hour 
shifts of overtime will be 
offered to employees on that 
tour.  In a case where more overtime 
is needed and the list is exhausted a 
list person from another tour may 
work the overtime prior to mandat-
ing someone not on the list.  2 and 4 
hour opportunities will be as nor-
mally assigned.  1723 (Higher level 
assignments) will be made available 

prior to the assignment whenever pos-
sible.  It was stressed to supervisors 
their importance.  Discussion of de-
veloping a SOP for the UFSM1000 
including number of operators re-
quired to run the machine.  Also, the 
need for a flat sorter bid job on Tour 3 
was brought up.  The long standing 
policy of not allowing union time on 
Sunday’s has been repealed.  As long 

as work has been completed and time 
permits,  union time will  be 
granted.  Gaylord will be on EXFC 
along with all offices in Michigan in 
FY09.  Management wished to stress 
the importance of scanning all mail 
once this happens.  The results of the 
custodial staffing package done by 

Gaylord 
 Local  

The L
ocal

 Union Page 

Larry Miller were reviewed.  The 
union is asking that we staff at the 
new levels established in this pack-
age.  The union also requested a 
second AMT (Area Maintenance 
Technician).  The current staffing 
package supports a second AMT.   
  
Our summer meeting will be held at 
Chet Collin’s house on June 
14th.  See the union board for more 
information and sign up.  Hope to 
see you there. 
  
In solidarity, 
  
Amy K. Owen 
Secretary/Treasurer 

Gaylord Officers at the 2008 Michigan Postal Workers Union 
State Convention—Grand Rapids, MI May 15—17, 2008  
(L-R: Vice-President Linda Hart, President John Marcotte, 

Secretary/Treasurer - Amy Owens.) 
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     The MICHIGAN MESSENGER is published 
six times yearly, and is the official publication of 
the Michigan Postal Workers Union, American 
Postal Workers Union, AFL-CIO, also affiliated 
with the APWU Postal Press Association. 
      The opinions expressed in this publication 
are those of the writer and not necessarily those 
of the Editor, the MPWU,  the APWU or the 
Postal Press. Any and all correspondence to the 
Editor may be sent to: Michael Long, Editor, PO 
Box 280, Sheridan, MI  48884-0280;  fax to:  
616-776-1536; or e-Mail to: mpwueditor 
@yahoo.com 
     Your articles are welcome! They must be 
signed to be printed, but your name will be with-
held upon request. Articles sent via electronic 
media will be treated as being signed.  Be aware 
that articles may be edited to fit the confines of 
this publication. 
     Lastly, this paper is designed with everyone in 
mind, please be aware that all mistakes are inten-
tional for the express purpose of keeping those 
happy that are most happy when finding errors in 
others. 

President, Gary VanHoogstraten 
H:  989-894-2656; e-Mail: President@mpwu.com 
Executive Secretary, Harold Juhl 
W: 517-337-8753; H: 517-651-7115; FAX: 517-332-
4391;           e-Mail: ExecSecretary@mpwu.com 
Secretary-Treasurer, Darren Joyce 
W: 810-257-1530; U: 810-239-0931; FAX: 810-239-
6879;   e-Mail: Treasurer@mpwu.com 
Director of Education & Research,  
                     Michael McCain 
U:  313-532-9305; H: 586-445-8025 
             e-Mail:  Education@mpwu.com 
Editor, Michael Long 
U: 616-776-1489; C: 616-302-1409;  F: 616-776-
1536;          e-Mail: Editor@mpwu.com 
Legislative Dir., John Marcotte  
U:  989-619-1741; H:  989-705-1470 
         e-Mail:  Legislative@mpwu.com 
HR/Injury Comp Dir., Jennifer Amos  
W&U:  616-776-1489; F: 616-776-1536 
             e-Mail: injurycomp@mpwu.com 
Clerk Craft Director, Richard Blake 
H: 734-433-5461; U: 313-532-9305; W: 734-665-
1107;       e-Mail: ClerkCRaftDir@mpwu.com 
Maintenance Craft Director,  
               Larry Miller 
U:  248-543-3262; e-Mail: Maintenance@mpwu.com 
Motor Vehicle Service Craft Dir., 
    Joe Wrobel 
U: 248-543-3262; W: 248-546-7146;  
        e-Mail: MVSDirector1@mpwu.com 
Veterans Director, John Smeekens   
W:  (248) 546-7146; U:  (248) 543-3262  
               e-Mail:  Veterans@mpwu.com 
Area 1 Director, Larry Moyer 
W: 248-619-1590; H: 810-678-3479; C: 810-338-
2659;                  e-Mail: Area1Director@mpwu.com 
Area 2 Director, Keith Fletcher 
W: 313-226-8393; U:  313-532-9305; F:  734-483-
9086;               e-Mail:  Area2Director@mpwu.com 
Area 3 Director, Current Vacant 
  (Contact Area 2 Dir for Assistance) 

MPWU OFFICERS/EXECUTIVE BOARD 

The Michigan Postal Workers 
Union proudly represents the 
Members at Large within the 
Great State of  Michigan.  The 
following locals have also affili-

ated with the MPWU for  
training, education and  

information sharing between 
their members, stewards and of-
ficers of their own local and oth-

ers throughout the state and  
nation:   

 
Alpena   Battle Creek  
Central MI  Charlotte 
Cheboygan Detroit District 
Farmington Fenton 
Flint   480-481 
498-499 Gaylord 
Hillsdale      Jackson  
Ludington Muskegon 
Petoskey Pontiac  
Roger City Saginaw 
Saint Ignance Sault Ste Marie 
Southwest MI Stevensville 
Traverse City Troy Local 
Western MI 

Upcoming Events to Plan For: 
 

August 18 - 22, 2008 - National APWU Convention, Las Vegas, NV 
Area 4, 5, & 6 District Meeting  - Currently being planned  

June 12 - 14, 2009—MPWU Educational Convention, Bay City, MI 
July/August 2009 - National Postal Press Convention, Las Vegas, NV 

April/May 2010 - MPWU Constitutional Convention, Lansing, MI 

Check Us Out on the Web 
 

MPWU.com 

Area 4 Director, Laura Bullock 
W: 810-257-1567; U: 810-239-0931; H: 810-606-
0465;                 e-Mail: Area4Director@mpwu.com 
Area 5 Director, Joanna Atkinson 
W: 989-771-5718; H: 989-865-7924;  
          e-Mail:   Area5Director@mpwu.com 
Area 6 Director, Mary Stephenson 
W: 517-337-8753; C: 517-612-3563; H: 517-639-
4873;             e-Mail: Area6Director@mpwu.com 
Area 7 Director, Thomas Lothamer 
W: 517-278-2632; C: 517-677-6198; H: 517-639-
4873;                   e-Mail: Area7Director@mpwu.com 
Area 8 Director, Russ Nicoson 
H: 517-569-3911; W: 517-768-0726;  
          e-Mail:  Area8Director@mpwu.com 
Area 9 Director, Amy Puhalski 
W: 616-776-1489; C:  616-822-3678;  
          e-Mail:  Area9Director@mpwu.com 
Area 10 Director, Ron Krumrie 
W: 231-946-5217; U: 231-935-4140; H: 231-946-
7796         e-Mail:  Area10Director@mpwu.com 
Area 11 Director, Mike Wekwert 
W: 989-354-2520; H: 989-356-2302;  
                          e-Mail: Area11Director@mpwu.com 
Area 12 Director, Dennis Barber 
U: 906-774-6303; H: 906-282-0977; FAX: 906-774-
7353;         e-Mail: Area12Director@mpwu.com 
P.O.W.E.R. Rep, Karen Hodges 
H: 616-453-7091; W: 776-1542; U: 616-776-1489  
               e-Mail:  PowerRep@mpwu.com 
State Retiree Chapter President, 
        Al LaBrecque 
H: 989-736-8173; e-Mail: RetireePres@mpwu.com 
MPWU Auxiliary President,   
               Kelly Wilniski 
H: (906) 779-1348; C:  (906) 282-2897 
        e-Mail:  AuxiliaryPres@mpwu.com 
MPWU Historian, Debbie Brand 
H:269-729-9600; W: 269-965-3286 
                e-Mail:  Historian@mpwu.com 
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Summer Safety 

Editor’s NOTE:  With school out, many kids will 
be either heading to the beach, to a friend’s 
house, to the mall, or just taking a bike trip along 
the side of the road.  Make sure they are safe.  
This information was compiled on-line with some 
important information for you to address with 
your children.  If we can save just one child, it 
would be worth it. 
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